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Performance Notes

This piece was composed in December 2022-January 2023 for the REAKTION! Ensemble at
the Connect Festival in 2023. The theme of the festival that year was 'Paradox' and I have
therefore chosen to compose a song cycle with paradoxical poems and treated the text
paradoxically in as many ways as imaginable.

The REAKTION! Ensemble Connect Festival year 2023 consisted of the following
instruments:

Flute / Alto flute / Bass flute

French horn

Classical guitar (with slide)

Mezzo-soprano (with a "referee whistle")

Cello

1 Percussionist playing: Vibraphone, Crotales (1 oct), 2 x Woodblocks, 2 x Bongos, Sleigh
Bells and Tam-tam

The poems for this piece goes as follows:

I. Paradoxes and Oxymorons

This poem is concerned with language on a very plain level.
Look at it talking to you. You look out a window

Or pretend to fidget. You have it but you don’t have it.

You miss it, it misses you. You miss each other.

The poem is sad because it wants to be yours, and cannot.
What's a plain level? 1t is that and other things,
Bringing a system of them into play. Play?

Well, actually yes, but I consider play to be

A deeper outside thing, a dreamed role-pattern,

As in the division of grace these long August days
Without proof. Open-ended. And before you know
It gets lost in the steam and chatter of typewriters.

It has been played once more. I think you exist only

To tease me into doing it, on you level, and then you aren’t there
Or have adopted a different attitude. And the poem

Has set me softly down beside you. The poem is you.

- John Ashbury

II. Life, A Paradox!

A beautiful baby is born.
His first cry;

made everyone so happy!
An old man lived his life.
Had his last laugh;

but everyone is crying!
What a paradox;

From start to end of life.

- Ambrosia Ambrosia



Explanation of symbols:

1/4-note flat.
3/4-note flat.

1/4-note sharp.

\
ﬁ 3/4-note sharp.
% High chord with unspecified pitches.

Notes with unclear or not audible pitch. Which type of sound is specified.

r

_/ Placed before a pitch = slide into pithc/sound. Placed after = bend pitch/sound upwards.
\ Placed before a pitch = slide into pitch/sound. Placed after = bend pitch/sound downwards.

E B P Exessive bow pressure = play with too much pressure to make a scratching sound.

%L In guitar part = normal flageolet. In flute part = Jet whistle.
flz. Abbreviation of flatterzunge (Ger.), in Eng. Flutter-tongue.
WWWWWW  Wide vibrato. In flute part it also means un-controlled whistle-tones.

—_) Use police whistle.
%

No note-heads means pitches not specified and therefore up to the interpreter to choose.

=T

sul A

Aé/zsg %“SSEA
=—>=—— Notation used for the Seagull-effect.

dj h . o] . . . . . . .
ﬁoi?gf,; | Instructions within a box are theatrical instructions and nothing to do with the instrument.
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